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Third Grade Scope and Sequence
Third Grade Scope and Sequence

Foundations Language

Phonics | Morphology
Cursive  
Handwriting Fluency

Oral  
Language  Comprehension Grammar Writing

earth
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O
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m
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s 1 Digraphs and Blends What Is Cursive? Accuracy Word 

Relationships
Key Details Nouns and Pronouns Develop Background and 

Purpose

2 Double L and  
Glued Sounds

Strokes: Rainbows, 
Loops, and Waves

Rate Word 
Connections

Narrative Elements Verbs Model and Co-Construct

3 Phonetic Skills 1–5 Strokes: 
Clockwise and 
Counterclockwise

Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Shades of 
Meaning

Mood, Tone, or 
Language Use

Adjectives and 
Adverbs

Graphic Organizers

4 Three Sounds of -ED and 
Adding Suffixes

Writing on the 
Baseline

Expression and 
Intonation

Purposeful Talk Logical Relationships 
(Within)

Word Forms Guided Draft

5 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

6 Vowel R Overcurve: c Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Clarification 
Strategies

Main Idea/Central 
Message

Sentence Types and 
Components

Guided Draft

7 Jobs of Y: y as /ĭ/ and /ī/ Overcurve: a Fluency for 
Comprehension

Presentation of 
Ideas

Summarize/Retell Sentence Expansion 
and Variety

Supported Revision

8 Trigraphs, Other 
Digraphs, and Blends

Overcurve: d Accuracy Delivery 
Techniques

Text Structure Usage and 
Agreement

Supported Edit

9 Long Vowel Combos Overcurve: g Rate Audience and 
Purpose

Point of View/Genre Conjunctions and 
Prepositions

Independent Draft

10 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

11 Special Vowel Sounds Overcurve: q Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Listening 
Comprehension

Author’s Purpose/
Reasoning

Punctuation Independent Revision

12 Decoding Skill 1 Overcurve: o Expression and 
Intonation

Evaluative 
Listening

Logical Relationships 
(Across)

Commas Independent Edit

13 Decoding Skill 2 Vertical and 
U-Curves: i

Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Visuals and 
Multimedia

Text Features Capitalization Publish

14 Double Consonants and 
Jobs of Y

Vertical and 
U-Curves: u

Fluency for 
Comprehension

Reflecting on 
Ideas

Evidence and Visuals Style Reflect and Share

15 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

star-shooting
 U

ni
t 

2 16 Adding Suffixes: -ing to y Vertical and 
U-Curves: e

Accuracy Word 
Relationships

Key Details Nouns and Pronouns Develop Background and 
Purpose

17 Adding Suffixes:  
Other Suffixes to y

Vertical and 
U-Curves: l

Rate Word 
Connections

Narrative Elements Verbs Model and Co-Construct
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18 Silent Letters Vertical and 
U-Curves: t

Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Shades of 
Meaning

Mood, Tone, or 
Language Use

Adjectives and 
Adverbs

Graphic Organizers

19 Long to Short Vowels Humps and 
Bridges: n

Expression and 
Intonation

Purposeful Talk Logical Relationships 
(Within)

Word Forms Guided Draft

20 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

21 The Schwa Humps and 
Bridges: m

Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Clarification 
Strategies

Main Idea/Central 
Message

Sentence Types and 
Components

Guided Draft

22 Prefix: re- Humps and 
Bridges: h

Fluency for 
Comprehension

Presentation of 
Ideas

Summarize/Retell Sentence Expansion 
and Variety

Supported Revision

23 Final Consonant: -le Descenders and 
Loops: y

Accuracy Delivery 
Techniques

Text Structure Usage and 
Agreement

Supported Edit

24 Final Consonant: -stle Descenders and 
Loops: j

Rate Audience and 
Purpose

Point of View/Genre Conjunctions and 
Prepositions

Independent Draft

25 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

26 Suffix: -y Descenders and 
Loops: p

Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Listening 
Comprehension

Author’s Purpose/
Reasoning

Punctuation Independent Revision

27 Vowel R Variations: 
Phonetic Skill 4 and 5

Descenders and 
Loops: f

Expression and 
Intonation

Evaluative 
Listening

Logical Relationships 
(Across)

Commas Independent Edit

28 Vowel R Variations:  
ear as /er/

Other Essentials: 
b

Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Visuals and 
Multimedia

Text Features Capitalization Publish

29 Vowel R Variations:  
ear as /air/

Other Essentials: r Fluency for 
Comprehension

Reflecting on 
Ideas

Evidence and Visuals Style Reflect and Share

30 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

paw
 U

ni
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m
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A
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d
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ur
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l 31 Vowel R Variations:  

our as /or/
Other Essentials: 
s

Accuracy Word 
Relationships

Key Details Nouns and Pronouns Develop Background and 
Purpose

32 Suffix: -ly Other Essentials: k Rate Word 
Connections

Narrative Elements Verbs Model and Co-Construct

33 W-Effect Other Essentials: 
x

Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Shades of 
Meaning

Mood, Tone, or 
Language Use

Adjectives and 
Adverbs

Graphic Organizers

34 U-Effect Other Essentials: z Expression and 
Intonation

Purposeful Talk Logical Relationships 
(Within)

Word Forms Guided Draft

35 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

36 L-Effect Joining Loops: 
Pairs

Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Clarification 
Strategies

Main Idea/Central 
Message

Sentence Types and 
Components

Guided Draft
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l 37 Q-Effect Joining Loops: 

Midword 
Connections

Fluency for 
Comprehension

Presentation of 
Ideas

Summarize/Retell Sentence Expansion 
and Variety

Supported Revision

38 Suffix: -ful Joining Loops: 
Flow in Words

Accuracy Delivery 
Techniques

Text Structure Usage and 
Agreement

Supported Edit

39 Flexible Syllables Joining Loops: 
Descenders

Rate Audience and 
Purpose

Point of View/Genre Conjunctions and 
Prepositions

Independent Draft

40 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

41 Three or More Syllables Joining Loops: 
Descenders

Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Listening 
Comprehension

Author’s Purpose/
Reasoning

Punctuation Independent Revision

42 Prefix: pre- Joining Loops: 
Joins and Combos

Expression and 
Intonation

Evaluative 
Listening

Logical Relationships 
(Across)

Commas Independent Edit

43 Another Sound: ie as /ē/ Joining Loops: 
Joins and 
Combos

Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Visuals and 
Multimedia

Text Features Capitalization Publish

44 Another Sound:  
ea as /ĕ/

Joining Loops: 
Digraphs and 
Blends

Fluency for 
Comprehension

Reflecting on 
Ideas

Evidence and Visuals Style Reflect and Share

45 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

crown
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e 46 Prefix: dis- Joining Loops: 
Digraphs and 
Blends

Accuracy Word 
Relationships

Key Details Nouns and Pronouns Develop Background and 
Purpose

47 Spelling: -C Letter Links: 
Continuous Flow

Rate Word 
Connections

Narrative Elements Verbs Model and Co-Construct

48 Spelling: -SS Letter Links: 
Words

Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Shades of 
Meaning

Mood, Tone, or 
Language Use

Adjectives and 
Adverbs

Graphic Organizers

49 Spelling: -CE and -SE Letter Links: Words Expression and 
Intonation

Purposeful Talk Logical Relationships 
(Within)

Word Forms Guided Draft

50 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

51 Vowel Digraphs: ey as /ē/ Simple Curves: C Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Clarification 
Strategies

Main Idea/Central 
Message

Sentence Types and 
Components

Guided Draft

52 Vowel Digraphs: ey as /ā/ Simple Curves: E Fluency for 
Comprehension

Presentation of 
Ideas

Summarize/Retell Sentence Expansion 
and Variety

Supported Revision

53 Vowel Digraphs:  
ew as /ū/ and /yū/

Simple Curves: L Accuracy Delivery 
Techniques

Text Structure Usage and 
Agreement

Supported Edit
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e 54 Vowel Digraphs:  
eu as /ū/ and /yū/

Simple Curves: I Rate Audience and 
Purpose

Point of View/Genre Conjunctions and 
Prepositions

Independent Draft

55 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

56 Suffix: -tion Round Starters: O Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Listening 
Comprehension

Author’s Purpose/
Reasoning

Punctuation Independent Revision

57 Suffix: -sion Round Starters: A Expression and 
Intonation

Evaluative 
Listening

Logical Relationships 
(Across)

Commas Independent Edit

58 Suffix: -cial Round Starters: G Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Visuals and 
Multimedia

Text Features Capitalization Publish

59 Suffix: -tial Round Starters: Q Fluency for 
Comprehension

Reflecting on 
Ideas

Evidence and Visuals Style Reflect and Share

60 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

sparkles
 U

ni
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M
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 M
ar

ve
ls 61 Suffix: -cian Loops and Stems: 

B
Accuracy Word 

Relationships
Key Details Nouns and Pronouns Develop Background and 

Purpose

62 Suffix: -ture Loops and Stems: 
D

Rate Word 
Connections

Narrative Elements Verbs Model and Co-Construct

63 Suffix: -sure Loops and Stems: 
P

Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Shades of 
Meaning

Mood, Tone, or 
Language Use

Adjectives and 
Adverbs

Graphic Organizers

64 Suffix: -age Loops and Stems: 
R

Expression and 
Intonation

Purposeful Talk Logical Relationships 
(Within)

Word Forms Guided Draft

65 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

66 Another Sound: ch as /k/ Crossbars and 
Flourish: F

Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Clarification 
Strategies

Main Idea/Central 
Message

Sentence Types and 
Components

Guided Draft

67 Another Sound:  
ch as /sh/

Crossbars and 
Flourish: T

Fluency for 
Comprehension

Presentation of 
Ideas

Summarize/Retell Sentence Expansion 
and Variety

Supported Revision

68 Suffix: -ness Crossbars and 
Flourish: J

Accuracy Delivery 
Techniques

Text Structure Usage and 
Agreement

Supported Edit

69 Two Sounds:  
Phonetic Skill 5

Crossbars and 
Flourish: S

Rate Audience and 
Purpose

Point of View/Genre Conjunctions and 
Prepositions

Independent Draft

70 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

71 Reversed Vowels: ai to ia Diagonals and 
Angles: M

Diagonals and 
Angles: M

Listening 
Comprehension

Author’s Purpose/
Reasoning

Punctuation Independent Revision

72 Reversed Vowels:  
oe to eo

Diagonals and 
Angles: N

Expression and 
Intonation

Evaluative 
Listening

Logical Relationships 
(Across)

Commas Independent Edit
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sparkles
 U

ni
t 

5 73 Reversed Vowels:  
au to ua

Diagonals and 
Angles: V

Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Visuals and 
Multimedia

Text Features Capitalization Publish

74 Suffix: -less Diagonals and 
Angles: W

Fluency for 
Comprehension

Reflecting on 
Ideas

Evidence and Visuals Style Reflect and Share

75 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

brain
 U

ni
t 

6 
  T

he
 H

um
an

 M
ac

hi
ne

:  
H

ow
 M

y 
B

od
y 

W
or

ks

76 Reversed Vowels: ui to iu Diagonals and 
Angles: X

Accuracy Word 
Relationships

Key Details Nouns and Pronouns Develop Background and 
Purpose

77 Reversed Vowels: oi to io Diagonals and 
Angles: Y

Rate Word 
Connections

Narrative Elements Verbs Model and Co-Construct

78 Reversed Vowels: ie to ei Diagonals and 
Angles: Z

Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Shades of 
Meaning

Mood, Tone, or 
Language Use

Adjectives and 
Adverbs

Graphic Organizers

79 Prefix: mid- Diagonals and 
Angles: K

Expression and 
Intonation

Purposeful Talk Logical Relationships 
(Within)

Word Forms Guided Draft

80 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

81 Another Sound of EI: /ē/ Word Practice Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Clarification 
Strategies

Main Idea/Central 
Message

Sentence Types and 
Components

Guided Draft

82 Another Sound of EA: /ā/ Word Practice Fluency for 
Comprehension

Presentation of 
Ideas

Summarize/Retell Sentence Expansion 
and Variety

Supported Revision

83 Another Sound of OU: 
/ū/

Word Practice Accuracy Delivery 
Techniques

Text Structure Usage and 
Agreement

Supported Edit

84 Another Sound of OU: /ŭ/ Word Practice Rate Audience and 
Purpose

Point of View/Genre Conjunctions and 
Prepositions

Independent Draft

85 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

86 Another Sound of OU: /ŏ/ Word Practice Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Listening 
Comprehension

Author’s Purpose/
Reasoning

Punctuation Independent Revision

87 Another Sound of OU: 
/ō/

Word Practice Expression and 
Intonation

Evaluative 
Listening

Logical Relationships 
(Across)

Commas Independent Edit

88 Another Sound of EI: /a/ Word Practice Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Visuals and 
Multimedia

Text Features Capitalization Publish

89 Other Silent Letters Word Practice Fluency for 
Comprehension

Reflecting on 
Ideas

Evidence and Visuals Style Reflect and Share

90 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

91 Suffix: -or Signatures Accuracy Word 
Relationships

Key Details Nouns and Pronouns Develop Background and 
Purpose
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s 92 Signatures Rate Word 
Connections

Narrative Elements Verbs Model and Co-Construct

93 Prefix: mis- Signatures Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Shades of 
Meaning

Mood, Tone, or 
Language Use

Adjectives and 
Adverbs

Graphic Organizers

94 Signatures Expression and 
Intonation

Purposeful Talk Logical Relationships 
(Within)

Word Forms Guided Draft

95 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

96 Prefix: non- Signatures Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Clarification 
Strategies

Main Idea/Central 
Message

Sentence Types and 
Components

Guided Draft

97 Signatures Fluency for 
Comprehension

Presentation of 
Ideas

Summarize/Retell Sentence Expansion 
and Variety

Supported Revision

98 Suffix: -ment Signatures Accuracy Delivery 
Techniques

Text Structure Usage and 
Agreement

Supported Edit

99 Signatures Rate Audience and 
Purpose

Point of View/Genre Conjunctions and 
Prepositions

Independent Draft

100 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

101 Root: mov Spacing in 
Phrases

Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Listening 
Comprehension

Author’s Purpose/
Reasoning

Punctuation Independent Revision

102 Spacing in Phrases Expression and 
Intonation

Evaluative 
Listening

Logical Relationships 
(Across)

Commas Independent Edit

103 Suffix: -ship Spacing in 
Phrases

Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Visuals and 
Multimedia

Text Features Capitalization Publish

104 Spacing in Phrases Fluency for 
Comprehension

Reflecting on 
Ideas

Evidence and Visuals Style Reflect and Share

105 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project
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n 106 Suffix: -let Spacing in 

Phrases
Accuracy Word 

Relationships
Key Details Nouns and Pronouns Develop Background and 

Purpose

107 Spacing in Phrases Rate Word 
Connections

Narrative Elements Verbs Model and Co-Construct

108 Suffix: -ward Spacing in 
Phrases

Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Shades of 
Meaning

Mood, Tone, or 
Language Use

Adjectives and 
Adverbs

Graphic Organizers

109 Spacing in Phrases Expression and 
Intonation

Purposeful Talk Logical Relationships 
(Within)

Word Forms Guided Draft

110 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project



© 2025 by Reading Horizons Third Grade Scope and Sequence 42

Third Grade Scope and Sequence

Foundations Language

Phonics | Morphology
Cursive  
Handwriting Fluency

Oral  
Language  Comprehension Grammar Writing
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n 111 Prefix: fore- Sentence Practice Self-Monitoring 

and Repair
Clarification 
Strategies

Main Idea/Central 
Message

Sentence Types and 
Components

Guided Draft

112 Sentence Practice Fluency for 
Comprehension

Presentation of 
Ideas

Summarize/Retell Sentence Expansion 
and Variety

Supported Revision

113 Prefix: over- Sentence Practice Accuracy Delivery 
Techniques

Text Structure Usage and 
Agreement

Supported Edit

114 Sentence Practice Rate Audience and 
Purpose

Point of View/Genre Conjunctions and 
Prepositions

Independent Draft

115 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

116 Prefix: under- Sentence Practice Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Listening 
Comprehension

Author’s Purpose/
Reasoning

Punctuation Independent Revision

117 Sentence Practice Expression and 
Intonation

Evaluative 
Listening

Logical Relationships 
(Across)

Commas Independent Edit

118 Suffix: -ish Sentence Practice Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Visuals and 
Multimedia

Text Features Capitalization Publish

119 Sentence Practice Fluency for 
Comprehension

Reflecting on 
Ideas

Evidence and Visuals Style Reflect and Share

120 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

clock
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B
ui

lt
 C
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s 121 Suffix: -ess Sentence Practice Accuracy Word 

Relationships
Key Details Nouns and Pronouns Develop Background and 

Purpose

122 Sentence Practice Rate Word 
Connections

Narrative Elements Verbs Model and Co-Construct

123 Suffix: -ist Sentence Practice Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Shades of 
Meaning

Mood, Tone, or 
Language Use

Adjectives and 
Adverbs

Graphic Organizers

124 Sentence Practice Expression and 
Intonation

Purposeful Talk Logical Relationships 
(Within)

Word Forms Guided Draft

125 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

126 Prefix: semi- Flow Drills: Words Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Clarification 
Strategies

Main Idea/Central 
Message

Sentence Types and 
Components

Guided Draft

127 Flow Drills: Words Fluency for 
Comprehension

Presentation of 
Ideas

Summarize/Retell Sentence Expansion 
and Variety

Supported Revision

128 Suffix: -dom Flow Drills: Words Accuracy Delivery 
Techniques

Text Structure Usage and 
Agreement

Supported Edit

129 Flow Drills: Words Rate Audience and 
Purpose

Point of View/Genre Conjunctions and 
Prepositions

Independent Draft
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clock
 U

ni
t 

9 130 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

131 Prefix: uni-/bi-/tri- Flow Drills: Words Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Listening 
Comprehension

Author’s Purpose/
Reasoning

Punctuation Independent Revision

132 Flow Drills: Words Expression and 
Intonation

Evaluative 
Listening

Logical Relationships 
(Across)

Commas Independent Edit

133 Root: act Flow Drills: Words Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Visuals and 
Multimedia

Text Features Capitalization Publish

134 Flow Drills: Words Fluency for 
Comprehension

Reflecting on 
Ideas

Evidence and Visuals Style Reflect and Share

135 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project
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e 136 Root: aud Flow Drills: 
Sentences

Accuracy Word 
Relationships

Key Details Nouns and Pronouns Develop Background and 
Purpose

137 Flow Drills: 
Sentences

Rate Word 
Connections

Narrative Elements Verbs Model and Co-Construct

138 Root: manu Flow Drills: 
Sentences

Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Shades of 
Meaning

Mood, Tone, or 
Language Use

Adjectives and 
Adverbs

Graphic Organizers

139 Flow Drills: 
Sentences

Expression and 
Intonation

Purposeful Talk Logical Relationships 
(Within)

Word Forms Guided Draft

140 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

141 Root: form Flow Drills: 
Sentences

Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Clarification 
Strategies

Main Idea/Central 
Message

Sentence Types and 
Components

Guided Draft

142 Flow Drills: 
Sentences

Fluency for 
Comprehension

Presentation of 
Ideas

Summarize/Retell Sentence Expansion 
and Variety

Supported Revision

143 Prefix: sub- Flow Drills: 
Sentences

Accuracy Delivery 
Techniques

Text Structure Usage and 
Agreement

Supported Edit

144 Flow Drills: 
Sentences

Rate Audience and 
Purpose

Point of View/Genre Conjunctions and 
Prepositions

Independent Draft

145 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project

146 Prefix: ex- Paragraph Writing Phrasing and 
Punctuation

Listening 
Comprehension

Author’s Purpose/
Reasoning

Punctuation Independent Revision

147 Paragraph Writing Expression and 
Intonation

Evaluative 
Listening

Logical Relationships 
(Across)

Commas Independent Edit

148 Prefix: co- Paragraph Writing Self-Monitoring 
and Repair

Visuals and 
Multimedia

Text Features Capitalization Publish
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149 Paragraph Writing Fluency for 
Comprehension

Reflecting on 
Ideas

Evidence and Visuals Style Reflect and Share

150 Assess, Review, and Consolidate Unit Project


